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Carnot bids Jourdan subordinate all means to the
attainment of the mam end, and, in order not to be
deterred by the enemy, " who will not fail to," etc ...
to cover, to guaid himself but to guard and to cover
himself by a detachment as weak as possible, by a
minimum of foices He bids him devote a maximum
of forces to the mam attack, and only a minimum to
such secondary operations as are intended to protect it.

Such is the principle of the economy of forces, once
it passes into the domain of execution

But how will that minimum detachment succeed m
holding back the body detached by the enemy9 By
force, if it is strong enough, in "which case it will scatter
the adversaiy, or by means of an unassailable position,
if it is not strong enough, in which case it will confine
itself to holding the enemy in check, which again answers
the part ascribed to it

Thus "we see a new feature of oigamsed force make
its appeal ance, foi such a force is capable of two actions
vaiying in nature (1} breaking up the adversary by
means of a shock, oveithrowing him, that is clear, but
also (2) holding him in check, maintaining oneself, how-
ever weak one may be, in his presence by means of the
defensive This can be done by the use of position,
accoidmg to Carnot, but it can also be done by the
use of manceuvie, as we shall see," with Napoleon The
new feature is the economy of resisting power in a given
body

Now the utilisation of that new propeity of organised
foice, resisting power, means of lasting out, jointly with
the properties already familiar (power of sinking, of
breaking up], will allow for the realisation and practical
application of the principle of economy of forces.

" From that mechanical principle were to arise,
thanks to Bonapaite's genius, a series of combinations
both numerous and various which had the result of
opening to our armies the doors of the capitals of
Europe " *

Once found, the practical application of the principle
of economy of forces will enable us to satisfy com-
pletely the theoiy of implacable war, with masses
however considerable, whatever time be required
whatever space be occupied; it will enable any troop,
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